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Religious Education Policy

Our vision is to nurture all children, who are valued as individuals, and equip them to be
independent, resilient learners, allowing each and every child to thrive and flourish, reaching
their fullest potential.

At All Saints, we embrace our diverse community and encourage everyone to be kind, curious
and question the world around them. We give our children the fundamental skills they need to
prepare for their lifelong journey of learning.

Our community at All Saints is grounded in our core Christian values of respect, compassion,
creativity and hope. We seek to inspire in all, a love of learning and a sense of belonging while
being guided by our mission statement of “Seeking God in all we do."

Proverbs 3:5-6 is used in guiding pupils to understand ‘Seeking God in all we do’:
‘Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and lean not on your own understanding;
In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make your path straight’.

Introduction

Religious Education is a legal requirement for every pupil and forms part of the basic curriculum as set
down in the 1998 Education Act. Its place in the curriculum is an acknowledgment of the fact that
religious beliefs and practices play an important part in the lives of many people worldwide and have
done so throughout history. An understanding of religion can help children develop a better
appreciation of themselves, the people around them and the world in which they live. The Education
Act requires that the religious education should be provided according to the syllabus laid down by
the school governors in line with the trust deeds of the school.

At All Saints CE Primary School Religious Education (RE) plays an important role in defining the school’s
distinctive Christian character and achieving the vision. The subject is central to the school’s
understanding of education. As a school we recognise that spiritual development lies at the heart of
the curriculum.

RE teaching at this school is in line with the Statement of Entitlement for Church Schools, published
by the Church of England in February 2019. RE teaching also follows the legal requirements of the
Education Reform Act (1988), which places RE as part of the basic curriculum; a statutory subject which
is an entitlement of all pupils.

The aims of Religious Education

The school follows the aims and objectives set out in the West Sussex Agreed Syllabus

which is supported by ‘RE Guidelines for Church of England Aided Schools’ published by the Diocese
of Chichester.

Key aims of RE are to:
e enable pupils to know about and understand Christianity as a living faith through the exploration

of core theological concepts;

o help pupils consider the impact and connection that Christianity has on Britain’s
cultural heritage and the lives of people worldwide;

e enable all pupils to develop knowledge and understanding of other major world




religions and world views and their impact on society and culture; and
e give pupils a safe space to critically reflect on their own religious, spiritual and/or philosophical
convictions.

By the end of Year 6 the expectation is that all pupils are religiously literate and are able to:

e Give a theologically informed and thoughtful account of Christianity as a living and diverse faith;

e Show an informed and respectful attitude to religions and world views in their search for God and
meaning;

e Engage in meaningful and informed dialogue with those of other faiths; and

o Reflect critically and responsibly on their own spiritual, philosophical and ethical convictions.

Right to Withdraw

At All Saints CE Primary School we wish to be an inclusive community but recognise that parents have
the legal right to withdraw their children from Religious Education on the grounds of conscience,
without giving a reason. Parents/carers wishing to exercise this right are asked to write to the
Headteacher who will then invite the parents/carers into school to discuss their concerns, clarify the
nature of the RE provided by the school and set out the options open to the parents/carers in
accordance to law. However, the right of withdrawal does not extend to other areas of the curriculum
when, as may happen on occasion, spontaneous questions on religious matters are raised by pupils or
there are issues related to religion that arise in other subjects

Leadership

The Headteacher works with the RE Lead Teacher to:

o Review the scheme of work for the school

e Support colleagues in the detailed planning and delivery of RE provision

e Keep in touch with subject developments and disseminating information as appropriate

e Audit current resources, supplementing resource provision and disseminating this information to
staff

e Undertake personal development and subject training and provide staff training

e Monitor RE provision, teaching and learning and outcomes

e Ensure (effective) assessment strategies are in place

Curriculum Content and Organisation
The school bases its RE provision on The Emmanuel Project from the Diocese of St Edmondsbury and
Ipswich, with units from Understanding Christianity.

At least 5% of curriculum time is dedicated to meeting explicitly RE objectives. Within this teaching
allocation at least two thirds of subject content is allocated to exploration of the Christian faith, and
the concepts, beliefs, teachings and practices that lie at its heart. In addition, children learn about the
beliefs and practices of Judaism, Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism, and Humanism.

The school organises high profile RE-focused days at key points in the year, such as during REspect
week, Christmas and Easter. These explore key themes from Understanding Christianity, and provide
the opportunity to learn in depth about the underlying concepts and beliefs of Christianity.

Class teachers, the Lead RE teacher shall:
e Ensure that sensitivity is paramount in the teaching of this subject
e Use an engaged, enquiring, explorative, evaluative and expressive approach




Ensure the RE learning journey is displayed over time to help learners track their experience and
understanding

Encourage creative approaches so that children express their understanding

Use reflection books to capture some elements of learning

Make use of resources and artefacts where appropriate

Invite members of different faiths to school

Ensure where possible local places of worship are visited

Encourage an atmosphere which stimulates enquiry

Allow children to question things and express themselves with confidence

Provide children with the opportunity to investigate the religious belief and practice of the
Christian faith and aspects of other world religions

Make use of visits, drama, film and video, discussion, story-telling, display, posters, artefacts and
visiting speakers from various faith communities when appropriate

Adaptation

Teachers use a range of teaching and learning approaches and a variety of activities to engage and
motivate pupils of all abilities. Quality first teaching approaches are used to ensure all pupils,
regardless of ability, access the RE curriculum in the same ways as their peers.

We achieve this in a variety of ways, for example, by:

setting common tasks which are open-ended and promote a variety of response

using flexible grouping to support pupils

providing resources adapted to the ability of the child

using teaching assistants to support the work of individuals or groups of children where possible
extending learners through challenging questions which require a further depth of reflection and
/ or connection leading to a coherent understanding of what is at the heart of belief and practice

Assessment and Reporting
Assessment in RE determines how well pupils are achieving at the expected standard, working towards
or at greater depth, according. This information is gathered through the following:

Questioning relevant to the assessment criteria suggested in the Emmanuel Project
Assessing children’s attainment and progress through capturing pupil voice in response to enquiry,
exploration and experience. Understanding the children’s ideas and connections is key in gaining
an understanding of their development through the key building blocks of RE which focus upon
pupils gaining the core conceptual knowledge in relation to:

o Making sense of the text

o Understanding the impact

o Making connections
Staff at All Saints believe that children most readily express their understanding through the
spoken word and that written or creative responses capture only a small element of their journey
in RE.
Assessment grids show how well pupils are achieving and also where next steps in learning should
be provided.
Teacher assessments are made at the end of each academic year based upon the assessment
information gained across the year.
It is not appropriate to assess matters which the children may wish to keep to themselves, or
whether their own values and beliefs are ‘right’ or ‘'wrong’.

Parents/carers are provided with information on the progress of their children at Parents’ Evening and
annual School Report at the end of each academic year where assessments for all subjects are shared.




